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the Great Commission by the power of God’s Spirit.

About us 
The Bible Seminary is an independent, non-denominational, 
501(c)(3) institution of higher education incorporated 
in the state of Texas in 2010.  The seminary offers a Bible 
Certificate program, Dual Degree Completion program, 
Master of Arts and Master of Divinity programs.
 
Affiliation 
The Bible Seminary is an Affiliate institution of The Association 
for Biblical Higher Education. As such, it participates in and 
contributes to collegial and professional development 
activities of the Association. Affiliate status does not, 
however, constitute, imply, or presume ABHE accredited 
status at present or in the future.
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The Bible Seminary admits qualified students of 
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the rights, privileges, programs, and activities 
generally accorded or made available to students 
at the school. It does not discriminate on the 
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Donations
The Bible Seminary (TBS) is blessed with visionary, 
committed supporters, and we invite you to 
consider investing in truly Higher Education 
with eternal ramifications and significance. 
Donations to the seminary are charitable and 
tax deductible as allowed by law.  For more 
information, contact Rick McCalip, Vice-President 
of Finance and Administration, or visit “Support” 

at TheBibleSeminary.org.
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Each year, we are welcoming new members to The 
Bible Seminary family, and this past August was no 
different. Shannon Stubblefield, who you are going 
to meet in the coming moments, started her journey 
with TBS this fall - but her journey to living the life 
God had called her, started long before the fall 
semester began. Recently, I had the opportunity to 
sit down with this spunky, joyful,  full of life lady, to 
get to know her a little better. Like the experience 
I had after getting to know more about Shannon, I 
believe you too will know more about our amazing 
Father who is always in the midst, and what’s better 
than that?

Meet Shannon Stubblefield
Shannon grew up in the Kemah, Texas area, being 
raised by her mother and grandmother. She was 
surrounded by moves, alcohol, and less than stability. 
She remarked in our conversation how grateful she 
was for her childhood school, because even though 
her home life was always moving and changing, 
where she went to school was the same, the people, 
the teachers, the comfortability. 

Shannon oozes joy...she does. I can’t imagine her 
being any different as a child - though she might 
disagree. When she was five, her mother and she 
moved away from her grandmother. During this 
time, Shannon’s life was turned upside down with 
abuse and even more instability. However, even 
amongst all the chaos, THIS is when Jesus decided 
to come to meet her. 

The church bus would come and pick the little kids, 
up from the neighborhood, and take them to Sunday 
school. Two short years later at another church, with 
Jesus still in pursuit, Shannon felt the call at age 7 
to be baptized. Even though now she would tell you 
that her walk with God is different than it was then; 
this moment, her surrender to Christ at such a young 
age, would come back later and shape her life now 
and certainly forever. 

Saved, Period. 
By Sara Kinsey Stanley 

Shannon’s walk with God wasn’t always smooth, 
something that most of us, if we are being honest, can 
absolutely relate to. This rocky road began her junior 
year of high school - where she says, “Things just got 
crazy.” From that time until after college, she would 
experience depression, become a Jehovah’s Witness, 
begin to have  an alcohol problem, get married and 
divorced, all the while still in her heart knowing God, 
but not living the life she knew she was called.

At this point, fast forward to 1993, when she 
reconnected with her high school sweetheart, Greg, 
and they were married a year later in 1994. They 
owned a real estate company, had two beautiful 
children, and life seemed like it was finally smoothing 
out - except it wasn’t. After the market crashed and 
the recession began, Shannon had to step out of the 
family-owned business and move into an industry 
where she was entertaining clients and traveling 
frequently.  Unfortunately, this was only furthering 
and building upon her too frequent alcohol drinking. 
Shannon remarked, “Drinking was always a part of my 
life, but at this point, it was becoming my WAY of life.”  

During these years, was God absent? No. But why did 
Shannon constantly feel like she didn’t have “What 
other Christians had?” She kept asking herself, “Why 
can’t I be happy now? Why can’t I be who God wants 
me to be?” Her marriage was strained, life was busy, 
and the facade of “happy” would soon be broken, in 
the best way, by God’s unrelenting pursuit. 

About three years ago, Shannon was invited to a 
women’s Bible Study. She was reluctant to go, so 
incredibly nervous to be around and faced with so 
many “GOOD Christian women.” She did everything to 
find a friend to go with, and even talk herself out of 
going - but when the day came, she went. 
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Shannon knew (even if she couldn’t voice it) that God 
had something better for her, but knew things would 
have to change…and on March 13th, 2013, everything 
did. Shannon would quit drinking and be the daughter 
her Father had called her to be. Her husband, Greg, was 
exceptionally supportive and even her children said she 
was “unrecognizable!” Shannon surrounded herself with 
trustworthy and wise women, and began to take some 
baby steps for her BIG God. Over the past couple years, 
Shannon has become a prayer warrior, a better wife and 
mother, taken Soul Therapy, and just this fall began a 
seminary journey. 

Shannon is remarkable, even though life hasn’t always 
been easy and she has faced some tremendous 
struggles, she today, is so full of life and light. I asked 
her to tell me about a pivotal moment during the past 
couple of years, and this is the part of her story that 
fiercely grabbed my heart. 

Two years ago, while Shannon was preparing to share 
her testimony, she found herself wondering if she really 
was saved - even though she had been baptized and 
met Jesus as a child. One day, her mother called to tell 
her, that as she was cleaning out a closet and had found 
her grandmother’s Bible. Shannon never remembered 
her Mimi having a Bible - but she told her mom to open 
it and see who it belonged to, and to take a photo of it 
and text it to her. And in just the right moment, after 
weeks of thinking about her childhood salvation, she 
read the inscription on the inside cover.  “Shannon 
Russell, 4/9/1977, Saved.” It was like a rush hit her in that 
moment, “Saved period.” and she knew. 

In the weeks to come, she read and poured over God’s 
Word, and reflected back on her life. It was those days, 
and the weeks to follow, that God helped her look back 
and see His presence and protection over her WHOLE 
life, child to grown woman. God revealed to her that 
He had always been there, through every abuse, every 
heartache, every change, every mistake, every single 
second. 

Knowing this has empowered Shannon to be strong, to 
be His mighty intercessor, to share His Good News and 
be His joyful daughter. Shannon knows true freedom 
and healing and is able to share the love of Jesus with 
others. Shannon has offered and accepted eternal 
forgiveness to herself and those she loves, for all they 
had survived together.  

Saved, period.

Shannon loves her family fiercely! She remarked on how kind and sensitive Kendall is (featured left) and how Chase  has 
such an exetional gift with people (right). Then she gave me the biggest most sincere smile, as she spoke of her 
husband, Greg. “Greg is a true gift from God, he answered all my childhood prayers.“ 
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Where are they now? Life after The Bible Seminary

As many of you know, this past May, The Bible Seminary graduated its’ first class of Master’s Degree students. 
Recently, we got to catch up with a few of them - Kevin Penner, Esmeralda Heer, and Erica McLemore. 

We were excited to hear about all God is doing in their lives and what life after The Bible Seminary looks like. 

KEVIN PENNER
“Much has happened since graduating from the Bible Seminary. I had been 
working at Faithbridge as a Campus plant intern for their new launch in the 
Woodlands, and was hired on as the Ministry associate after graduating. In 
May, I was also given the opportunity to officiate a wedding of a couple of 
friends. I’m not sure who was more nervous, the couple or me. I think I set the 
record of the shortest ceremony of about twelve minutes, but I don’t think 
anyone complained. 

In July My wife and I moved from Katy to the Woodlands  (house pictured to 
the bottom left) which was all by God’s grace. Allie was working as a nurse in 
a dialysis clinic in downtown Houston, and was allowed to transfer within the 
company to a clinic in the Woodlands.  We are so thankful because it cut her 
commute down.  

I’ve taken on an eclectic group of tasks as the ministry associate since 
graduating. My responsibilities range from ministry to logistics and anything 
in between. Part of what I learned was hauling one of our six trailers full 
of equipment to set up church on Sunday morning in Coulson Tough 
Elementary. I’m also involved in the men’s ministry which meets on Thursday 
nights and has formed a pretty tight bond. I’m also on the connections team 
for the Woodlands campus, which means I write handwritten prayer notes 
to people who have visited twice, and reach out by making phone calls to 
those who have attended a couple of time. My other responsibilities include 
being a ministry guide for our Faithbridge 101 classes, which means  I  help 
facilitate table discussions and follow up with a ministry guide appointment 
to connect with, and hear the stories of the people at my table.  

I’m so thankful for the training that the Bible Seminary provided in 
Biblical theology and practical application and the principles to guide the 
ministry I’ve been entrusted with. I remember going over Discipleship 
with Paul Helbig, and it mostly boils down to relationships. Ministry is only 
working properly if people are in genuine, caring relationships with one 
another, moving forward to looking more and more like Jesus.”     
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Where are they now? Life after The Bible Seminary ERICA MCLEMORE

“Since graduating college I had a dream to attend seminary, the question was 
only a matter of where and when.  I left it up to the Lord to show me the right 
place in His perfect timing.  Ten years later, He opened a door for me to go to 
The Bible Seminary to be a part of the pioneering first class, and by His grace 
I graduated with seven of my brothers and sisters in Christ with my Master of 
Divinity. 

Seminary was one of the hardest things I have endeavored at this point in my 
life, but it is was also so rewarding and a great preparation for where I am now.  
Since graduating, I have had the opportunity to step into the role of director of 
a ministry that is seeking to bring the churches of WestHouston/Katy together 
to offer to the Lord prayer and worship twenty-four hours a day, seven-days-
a-week in the Great Southwest Prayer Center, a community prayer room.   It is 
a tremendous blessing to get to work on the front lines with amazing, Jesus-
loving pastors, ministry leaders and volunteers in partnership with the Lord 
to facilitate an atmosphere of unity and create a place where people from all 
walks of life can gather to meet with the Lord.  

I have had the privilege of a front row seat to see the Lord minister to 
people who are broken-hearted and hurting as they come into the prayer 
center, and have gotten to see Jesus lifted up in worship and prayer by people 
from different denominations, nationalities and backgrounds in unity. 
 
The Lord has also begun to crack open doors for me to be able to teach about 
the power of prayer to different churches with one of the professors at the 
Bible Seminary, Dr. Terry Tekyl.  This has been an amazing opportunity to 
learn from someone who has years of ministry experience. It truly has been a 
pleasure to see the Word of God being lived out through this man, both in the 
classroom and in the field.   
 
I am very grateful for my experience at the Bible Seminary.  It has been a 
privilege to learn from men and women who not only have Biblical head- 
knowledge of God and ministry, but experiential knowledge.  I would say to 
anyone contemplating going to the Bible Seminary, do it.  It is challenging 
(in a good) way but the professors and staff are there to help you and give 
you the tools that you need to thrive in ministry; whether it is the Bible study 
program LOGOS, experiential hands on personal experience, or teaching from 
professors who have a history of ministry.  It is practical.  Classes are not just 
classes, they are family that you can be real with, laugh with, cry with, and 
learn with.  

I do not regret all the time, sweat, and tears put into getting my Masters at the 
Bible Seminary and I promise you wouldn’t either.” 
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ESMERALDA HEER

“The classes in the Institute, to obtain the Bible Certificate, are opened to any Spanish speaking people who 
want to know more about God and have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. The group meets in class 
for two hours weekly.  The Book of Hosea 4:6, in the Old Testament, says “My people are destroyed for lack of 
knowledge.” I am convinced that we have gone astray, because we do not know the God we serve. The 
knowledge of His Word is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and instructing in the justice of God,
(2 Timothy 3:16) and it is this way that lives, families, cities and countries are transformed.

Jude 3 states, “Dear Brothers, I have intensely desired write about the salvation we have in common, and now I 
feel the need to do so in order to implore them to continue to vigorously fight for the faith entrusted once and 
for all the saints.” Judas is telling us that we must “fight” by faith with the correct doctrine found in the Word and 
be willing to share it. The Bible writers assumed readers were familiar with the geography, language, history and 
culture of the areas written by them. However this does not apply to many Christians today. The class Methods 
of Biblical Studies, provides tools to allow the individual to make that interpretative “jump” of the Scriptures.

In September, The Bible Seminary opened the doors of the Biblical Institute to the Hispanic population by 
offering Bible Study Methods. This class is the pre-requisite to take any of the other six classes  (the New 
Testament I, II and III and Old Testament I, II, and III) and in order to obtain the Bible Certificate.

Methods of Biblical Studies opened with twelve students representing eight (8) different denominations 
and three (3) Latin American countries: Colombia, Panama and Mexico. The classes are designed to study the 
Bible through the inductive process of observation, interpretation and application. This method does not 
tell the students what you must believe or your interpretation of the text. Rather, it is a method to study the 
Word of God that applies to any passage of Scripture, at any time. Students learn to use tools such as maps, 
concordances, the Greek Lexicon of the New Testament, Bible dictionaries and Biblical references. These tools 
help them to make that “jump” interpretative to understand what the author wanted to say to the audience, to 
the historic environment, cultural and to the circumstances of that time in which he wrote the passage. There is 
an interpretation, but several applications.

Personally it has been a very gratifying experience to see the hunger and thirst of the students to learn the Word 
of God. The students have succeeded in arriving at a personal interaction with God in a way that the beliefs are 
based on a devout understanding and a legitimate interpretation of the Scriptures: the truth that transforms 
lives when we live by it, praising God through Jesus Christ in the Holy Spirit that lives in us.”
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“Para mi el curso de Métodos de Estudio Bíblico me ha impactado en mayor conocimiento de la Biblia. 
He aprendido a valorar que es importante conocer el contexto histórico y como buscar más sobre cada 
versículo estudiando otras referencias bíblicas.” 

“The Bible Study Methods course has impacted me greater in knowledge of the 
Bible. I have learned to appreciate the fact that it is important to know the historical context and how to 
find more about each verse by studying other biblical references.” 

Maura Prieto

“El Instituto Bíblico ha sido importantísimo para mi crecimiento en el conocimiento de la Palabra de 
Dios, es de mi confianza, porque la enseñanza está sustentada y explicada con la misma palabra.
Las clases son interesantes. A Esmeralda,  Dios le ha dado una pasión por enseñarnos, lo cual hace que 
no sea monótona la clase para mí, despertando cada día esa pasión por profundizar más en la Escrituras.”
 
“The Bible Institute has been very important for my growth in the knowledge of the God´s Word. I can 
trust the teaching because it is  supported and explained with the same Word.The classes are interesting. 
God has given Esmeralda a passion for teaching. The classes are not monotonous and  have been 
awakened in me the passion to deepen in the Scripture.”

Silvia Victoria Martinez

“La forma del estudio bíblico me ha quitado la  venda de mis ojos, ahora se que no basta con leer un 
capitulo si no hay que ir más allá,  buscar minusiosamente que es lo que en verdad Dios nos quiere enseñar. 
Aprendí que no debo poner cosas que yo creo porque mi percepción es diferente a otras personas y 
eso hace que cambie el verdadero significado que Dios nos está diciendo, por eso hay que estudiar la 
biblia con detenimiento y pidiendo a Dios que nos ilumine para poder entender su palabra.Agradecida 
con Esmeralda Heer por la forma tan espectacular de dar la clase me transporta al lugar de los hechos 
mostrando los mapas, con el entusiasmo que cuenta la historia que hace que me enganche y llegue a 
casa a leer la biblia. Deje de ver la biblia como un libro aburrido y difícil de entender, ahora la leo con más 
interés y si, todavía me es difícil de entender pero se que con más estudio llegare a comprender mucho 
más de lo que ahora se.. “

“The Bible Study Methods class had removed the bandage over my eyes. I know now, it is not enough to 
read a chapter but it is a need to go beyond that. I need to observe carefully  what God wants to teach 
me in His Word. I learned that I should not put things that I think,  because my perception is different to 
other people and it may change the true meaning of what God is saying to us. That is why there is a need 
to study the Bible observing and asking God to enlighten us to understand His Word.I am grateful with 
Esmeralda Heer by such a spectacular manner to give the class. It  transports me to the place of the facts 
showing the maps. The enthusiastic way she tells the story hold me up to go home and read the Bible.I 
stop to see the Bible as a boring and difficult book to understand. Now, I read it with more interest. Yes, I 
find it still difficult to understand, but I know that with more study I will understand much more of what I 
now know...”

Karen Uribe

“Muy buenas y sabias enseñanzas, que me han permitido aprender y entender más de la Biblia y como 
estudiarla. La clase es muy activa e interesante, las discusiones y tareas nos mantienen siempre queriendo 
saber más del mensaje de Dios.”
 
“Very good and wise teaching. The class has enabled me  to learn how to study  and understand more the 
Bible. The class is very active, interesting discussions and tasks always kept us wanting to know more the God’s 
message.”
 
Nestor Martinez

10                     The Sentinel Winter 2016                                    11   



12              The Sentinel

Have you met Paul Helbig?  

Paul and his wife, Krystal,  live in Katy, Texas with their six children: Kanen, Paige, Hunter, Cade, Summer and Hope.

He is a  teacher and chaplain at The Bible Seminary.  Paul is a mentor, confidant and friend to many. Once you meet 
Paul you know you have a friend for life. He truly radiates with Christ’s love and makes it his life’s mission to share the 
Good News everywhere he goes and with everyone he meets. 

Paul was diagnosed with multiple sclerosis in fall of 2013, and since then the disease has continued to progress.

 

“No one knows the cause of MS, and there are no medicines to take that successfully combat the problems 
associated with MS.  My most severe symptoms include ‘foggy brain,’ sleeplessness, vertigo, nausea, and severe 
inhibition of my motor skills. It appears inevitable that life in a wheelchair looms in my near future.” 

Until recently, Paul thought choosing long-term disability might be his only option.  However, he and Krystal 
recently met Debbie Bertrand, a fellow sufferer of MS who has successfully gone through a stem cell treatment 
process.  Debbie, along with numerous others in similar circumstances, have seen very concrete improvements in 
walking, balance, mental/physical alertness and the removal of daily body pains.

Unfortunately, health insurance will not cover any of the cost for this type of treatment.  Meanwhile, Paul’s health 
continues to decline and will continue to do so at a much faster pace than any forward motion on getting this 
procedure insurance approved in the U.S. healthcare system.  Paul does have an upcoming window of opportunity 
to get blood work and stem cell harvesting completed, and begin treatment this year.

The treatment, medical and travel costs will approach tens of thousands of dollars over the next several years. 

About 8 weeks ago we launched a fundraising campaign to help support the Helbig family cover the rising medical 
costs they are facing. We set a goal of $100,000 and are a little over half-way there. Paul has been accepted for the 
stem-cell treatment and will have the procedure done in December.

Partner with Paul!



The Helbig family needs your prayers !

You can pray that God brings FULL healing to Paul. That as he heads into the stem-cell treatment that his 
body will be strong and accepting of the treatment and proceedure. That Krystal and the rest of the Helbig 
family are wrapped in God’s courage and strength as they face the unknown. For the doctors to have steady 
hands, clear minds, and every needed precision. You can pray for Paul to remain hopeful, to continue to find 
joy even in the midst of impossible circumstances. Pray for Paul’s anxiety to be replaced with God’s peace. 
Pray that God show Himself every moment along the way of this journey. Pray for Paul’s strength and clarity 
of mind - as he continues to do what God has call him to do... teaching, mentoring, and living out each day 
boldy in the name of Jesus! 

They also need continued financial support. 

You can visit the fundraiser campaign website to donate:
https://www.youcaring.com/paul-helbig-441443

OR

You can mail or drop donations by The Bible Seminary:
2655 S Mason Rd, Katy, TX 77450
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   From the Provost

Throughout 2015, The Bible Seminary instituted 
changes and additions to its educational programs 
strengthening the academic curriculum. These 
changes provide ways for people to study God’s 
Word, while staying faithful to the seminary’s 
mission “to glorify God by training Christian 
believers in a context of biblical community in all 
66 books of the Bible so that they can serve the 
local church and fulfill the Great Commission by the 
power of God’s Spirit.”

The Bible Seminary’s Master of Divinity program 
added a course in apologetics, an additional three 
credits in church history, and incorporated Old and 
New Testament surveys into its existing 96-credit 
hour curriculum. 

Additional changes to our graduate degree 
offerings include the establishment of a 60-credit 
hour Master of Arts. This degree enables students to 
customize their degree; choosing from our current 
course offerings, transfer graduate credits from 
other schools, or write a thesis on a research subject 
of interest. This option of customization is unique in 
academia, giving students the flexibility to pursue a 
calling other than pulpit ministry.

The establishment of a bachelor’s and master’s Dual 
Degree Completion option is another change to 
the seminary’s curriculum. This option is for people 
who do not possess a completed undergraduate 
degree. This program makes it possible to obtain 
undergraduate credit for prior learning and life 
experiences, use a portion of their graduate studies 
in a dual credit format, and transfer previous college 
and general education credits in fulfillment of their 
bachelors. In parallel to these activities, students 
enroll in a graduate level program and upon 
completion obtain their Bachelors in Biblical Studies 
and master’s degree simultaneously. 

Similar to the degree completion option of study 
is the development of our Licensed Professional 
program. There are numerous situations in which 
people on church staffs or in ministry desire to be 
better equipped to serve the LORD. In most of these 
situations, the potential student does not have 
the need, time, or undergraduate preparation to 
enter a full graduate degree program. The Licensed 
Professional is a 24 to 30-credit hour program 
of study taken at the graduate levll, enabling 
students to study, practice, and be prepared with 
an understanding of the foundational subjects and 
activities of ministry.

The most recent addition to our programs is the 
value gained in being recognized by the Association 
of Christian Schools International (ACSI) as a 
provider of continuing education units (CEUs) for 
private K-12 Christian school teachers. With this 
approval, the seminary’s Bible Certificate program is 
now on ACSI’s list of programs that yields CEUs, and 
each of our certificate courses will be valued at two 
continuing education units.

Our hope is that these new avenues of study enable 
believers, Christian school teachers, people in 
ministry, church leaders, and those called to ministry 
to obtain the training they need for God’s glory and 
honor furthering the spread of the Gospel not only 
in West Houston but throughout the world. Soli Deo 
Gloria.
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Licenced Professional Program

The Licensed Professional (LP) program is designed to offer core, graduate-level 
education for ministry leadership. This program is not a substitute for a degree 
program, denominational path toward ordination, or state licensure, but does 
provide foundational educational experiences and studies beneficial for anyone 
serving or who wants to serve in Bible-based, Christ-centered ministry leadership.

Fundamental skills and topics studied in the LP program include hermeneutics, 
church history, ministry leadership, pastoral counseling/shepherding, preaching/
public speaking/teaching, spiritual formation, and theology, as well as a survey of 
all 66 books of the Bible and in-depth studies of the following biblical books:

 Old Testament – Genesis, Exodus, Numbers, Ruth, I & II Kings, Esther, Job,   
 Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Obadiah

 New Testament – Matthew, Mark, John, Acts, Titus

Courses may be taken at two levels:

 Basic License-level work earns 2-hour, Pass or Fail, non-degree credit. At   
 this level, students attend and participate in the course sessions, turn    
 in all regular assignments, but are NOT required to take the final exam.

 Advanced License-level work earns 3-hour, graded, degree credits that may   
 be applied toward a graduate degree. All course work, including taking the   
 final exam, must be completed to earn credit at this level.

Admission requirements include a high school diploma or equivalent (no 
undergraduate degree is required), and submission and approval of a “Non-degree 
Student Application.”  Any student who eventually chooses to pursue a degree would 
then need to additionally submit a “Degree Student Application.”
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2 Corinthians 2:14-15, “But thanks be to 
God, who in Christ always leads us in 
triumphal procession and through us 
spreads the fragrance of the knowledge 
of him everywhere.  For we are the 
aroma of Christ to God among those who 
are perishing.” 

Do you like a victory parade?  Just the 
phrase brings to mind a Norman Rockwell 
sort of scene with a charming small town, 
streets lines with onlookers, a marching 
band, waving beauty queens, heroes and 
dignitaries.  

The Romans had a victory parade, 
too.  It was called the Roman Triumph.  
The conquering general would ride 
in a golden chariot toward his king 
surrounded by his officers.  The spoils of 
war were displayed along with the people 
who had been taken captive.  Roman 
priests carried incense and flowers were 
thrown on the path to be crushed under 
the hooves of the horses.  The fragrance 
of the incense and crushed flowers must 
have been powerful.  

Stephanie Leggett
The Great Southwest Prayer Center

www.thegreatsoutwestprayercenter.org

“Smells Like God!”
  By Stephanie Leggett

Pauls’ analogy was clear to the 
Corinthians.  In light of the victory that 
happened at the cross, Jesus Christ is the 
honored general leading us, Christians 
under his command, on a triumphal 
precession to our God and king.  The 
forces of evil are put to shame and 
displayed for all to see.  And through 
us, Christ spreads the fragrance of the 
knowledge of him everywhere we go.  To 
quote my friend Paul Helbig, “Smells like 
God!”

Lord, let us be a sweet fragrance to you 
and to all we encounter day in and day 
out.  I pray that the love of Christ would 
draw people to your kingdom like a 
baking cake draws people to the kitchen.  
Let us interact with people of all faiths, 
backgrounds and political persuasions in a 
manor that is attractive.  And with that 
display of love, let the forces of darkness 
tremble.  
Amen.
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The Untied State of America 

Just over a decade from now, the United States of America could celebrate its 250th anniversary as an 
independent nation of unified territories for much of its history.  However, as a 2015 populace surpassing 
320 million souls within our borders, we continue to become increasingly untied. 

Fundamental shifts in American culture as a whole are significantly impacting our churches and 
denominations, as well as communities, schools   and workplaces spread throughout our country’s 3.8
million square miles. Below are some different perspectives causing difficulty and division.

The Bible – Advice vs. Authority
While some believe people wrote the Bible and can therefore edit or ignore it at will, others believe the 
Bible – in its entirety and in its original languages – is literally God’s uneditable Word. While some view the 
Bible as containing interesting advice, myths, and stories worth considering, others view the testaments 
as containing authoritative commands, factual historical accounts, and foundational truths that anyone 
ignores at their own peril. 

 
God – Concept vs. Creator
Some view God as an idea, a construct without proof, or a cosmic force without personality or 
interpersonal temporal or eternal significance.  Even if God is real, it seems unknowable and certainly not 
worth one’s allegiance. Others view God as more of an impersonal tyrant, ancient ancestor, a good luck 
charm, cuddle buddy, homeboy, mascot for the home team, or benevolent friend to thank blithely or turn 
to in times of need. Others view God as the owner of the universe – creator, sustainer, destroyer, remaker, 
or whatever else He wants to do.  And He seeks a personal relationship with everyone, simply asks that 
people live within the guidelines He designed into His creation, and has an excellent retirement plan for 
those who seek and obey Him, and less desirable plans for those who do not.

Jesus Christ – Saint vs. Savior
Many view Jesus Christ as a saint who may or may not have lived in history on the planet. If so, he is 
certainly dead now, perhaps worthy of emulating and honoring in some ways, but not someone to literally 
follow, seek, or obey unconditionally. Others view Jesus Christ as the Savior of a sinful, dying world without 
whom there is no hope, no life, no purpose, or really, no anything at all. To them, He is the Supreme 
Commander-in-Chief of everything and everyone ever, is alive in Heaven right now, will return to rule, 
will raise from the dead everyone who has ever lived to a second, eternal life or death, and who is worth 
fearing, loving, obeying unconditionally, and serving with one’s all.

By K. Lynn Lewis
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The Untied State of America 

Salvation – Just Fine vs. Justified
Many people seem quite happy enough with themselves and life that they do not generally sense a need to be 
saved from anything. If they have problems, they can turn to family and friends, or the law or force or intimidation, 
or money or self-help or work to help make more positive things happen. They also believe that if there is a God and 
an afterlife, He is certainly benevolent enough that their goodness, or at least less wickedness compared to truly evil 
people, will suffice to win them entrance and favor.Others believe no one can meet the standards of a holy God.  So 
they trust the inside man, a divine/human savior, who stands in the gap between good deeds and perfection and 
buys entrance tickets into His place for all of His friends and calls them clean – not because they are, but because He 
covers for them.Meanwhile, everyone who does not trust in this particular savior is consigned to punishment while 
everyone else gets a heavenly party for the ages.

Atonement – Abuse vs. Answer
Many believe that a god who would allow evil if he could stop it, including not only permitting his own child to die 
but requiring it for any reason, is the ultimate child abuser.  Others believe that Jesus is literally the only answer to 
God’s personal requirements for forgiveness, holiness, and justice.

Eternal Life – Attitudinal vs. Actual
Many believe that eternal life is something people choose to believe in to give them hope and purpose, but it is 
not real.  Sort of an “attitude is the paintbrush of the mind” concept, it helps people better cope with their temporal 
existence in a meaningless, cyclical march of time, chance, random mutation, and survival of the fittest. Others 
believe everyone will die, and that Christ will actually raise everyone from their first death to endure a second eternal 
life or death.  When Jesus mentions that many will mourn upon his return (i.e. Second Coming), he implies that 
perhaps many will finally say, “OH, MY GOD!” for real because they finally understand who He really is, 
and yet it will be too late.

Ministry – Choice vs. Calling
Many view “going into the ministry” as a choice people make, like picking a college major or deciding where to live or 
who to marry, because it either makes them happy or they have a genuine desire and/or talents to help people.
Others believe true ministry is a response to God (a sense of “calling”) evidenced by gifts and talents, passion, and 
often very specific guidance to serve Him and others sacrificially no matter when, what, where, how, or how much.

Miracles – Allegory vs. Actual
Many view miracles as stories with a point, but either not actual events, or perhaps actual or embellished events with 
natural explanations. Others believe the God who created the universe actually did Himself or through others the 
supernatural things chronicled throughout scripture. No magic, no simulation, no virtual reality, but actual, literal 
miracles in every single case, just as recorded, and many more that were not recorded (John 20:30 and 21:25).  Some 
believe God still performs miracles today.

Religion – Rules vs. Relationship
Many believe religion is essentially behavioral rules, while others believe their religion is based on an actual, 
interpersonal relationship with the one and only eternal God and a community of like-minded believers from the 
past, present, and future.

Resurrection – Fiction vs. Fact
Many believe resurrection is a fictional idea without merit or substantiation. If anything, believing in a resurrected 
savior or eventual resurrection of people is more akin to believing in Santa Claus – as long as one “believes” and 
remembers, one keeps the spirit of “Jesus” or others alive. Others believe Jesus Christ actually came back to life after 
being killed and buried, that He is literally alive now in Heaven making preparations for eternity, and that everyone 
who has ever lived and died will be brought back to life again to face a final judgment and assignment to either 
eternal life or death. 
                             (continued next page)
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By K. Lynn Lewis



Sin – Decided vs. Defined
Many believe “sin” is what people decide is not acceptable at any given time in history.  What is or isn’t “sin” can 
be decided by decree or vote by a person or a representative group of people, and, as such, can similarly be 
redacted, redefined, removed, or repaid as they see fit.  Others believe “sin” has been defined by God in scripture, 
and that He alone brokers ultimate power of forgiveness and/or veto.

Law – Legalism vs. Justice
Many believe that law is a human construct based on series of legal codes, decisions, and maneuvers managed 
and manipulated by people.  Others believe law is a tangible system aimed at implementing an intangible 
code of divine justice within social frameworks, and that the arbiters, formulators, and regulators of the system 
actually work for and under the authority of the Supreme Judge of all, God. 

Marriage – Secular vs. Sacred
Many view marriage as a secular paradigm that can be defined at will, by popular vote, or by judicial decree, 
and managed by people, governments, and organizations.  Others view marriage as a divine covenant of holy 
matrimony defined and designed by God as a lifetime commitment between a man and a woman. 

Politics – Government vs. God
Many view politics as a system of governing authorities, powers, and rules implemented, sustained, and revised 
by and for people for use in business, civics, communities, education, religion, sports, etc.  Alliances, money, and 
power are dominant forces. Others view politics as a system of governance designed and implemented by God 
for the good of people.  Cooperation, love, humility, and service are dominant forces.

Sexuality – Personal Satisfaction vs. Pleasing God
Many view sexuality as a means of gaining personal and/or mutual physical and emotional satisfaction by 
whatever means is deemed acceptable.  Others view sexuality as a gift from God to be expressed within specific 
boundaries He designed for our safety and pleasure, specifically a lifetime covenant relationship of marriage as 
defined in scripture. 

Unborn – Choice vs. Child
Many believe an unborn child is not really a person, yet, and that – even up until the moment of taking its first 
breath outside the womb – others should have the right to choose to terminate its earthly existence without 
consequence.  Others believe an unborn child – from as early as the biological moment of conception – is a 
human being worthy of the same protection and provision as any living human outside the womb.  Many also 
believe that the intentional taking of these lives by any means – totaling nearly 60 million children in the United 
States alone since 1973 – is generally a most grievous evil and tantamount to premeditated murder.

Universe – Evolution vs. Creation
Many believe the universe began, developed, and continues over time without outward assistance of any kind.
Others believe God personally created the universe and everything in it, and some believe He additionally 
continues to sustain it and remain actively involved.

The differences in actions, lifestyles and perspectives emanating from each of these views cannot be overstated.  
The distinctions are so foundational and polarizing, unity seems not only elusive, but hoping for it or pursuing it 
nothing less than farcical.  The idea of an untied state of America is unsettling, but also seems to be our reality.  
As Christians and leaders, may the Lord grant us favor, strength, and wisdom as we face questions and issues 
revolving around what to do and how to do it given these mostly irreconcilable differences.
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_______________________________________________________________________________
Excerpted and adapted from “The Untied Methodist Church,” published by Dr. K. Lynn Lewis in the book, “Meat and Potatoes for 
the Soul 2.”    For more information, visit maybles.org. Original photo credit before editing:  Mariusz Blach.
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Banquets of creative maybles written to educate, entertain, and inspire, each 
book in the series contains an article a day for a month plus one (32 chapters).  

Dr. Lewis defines “maybles” as “articles and stories from which you may be able 
to learn something.”

Stimulating, enlightening, and downright fun, the books are perfect for 
creative and thought-provoking devotionals, handy for travel, and great for 
gifts!

For more information, visit “maybles.org”.
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The newest book 
from Dr. Lewis 
now available!

The second book 
by Dr. K. Lynn 
Lewis in the 
“Meat and 

Potatoes for the 
Soul” series is now 
available in print 

and digital 
editions from 
various online 

retailers.

In “Meat and Potatoes for the 
Soul 2”, readers will enjoy 
delicious meals exploring 
faith and doubt, good and 
bad, career and calling, 
conversion, giving, history, 
integrity, perception, reality, 
religion, sleep, and more. 

Meet intriguing characters 
like George, Facts and 
Opinion, and computers that 
debate the existence of man.
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Dear TBS Family and Friends,

2015 is winding to a close and we are soon to embark on the New Year.  This is a time of year when my habit, 
perhaps like many of you, is to stop for a moment to reflect on the previous year through the lens of gratitude 
for all the blessings the Lord has provided.  A time to give thanks and reflect on where I have seen the Lord at 
work and experienced His faithfulness.  Every good gift comes from the Father.  

Reflecting on 2015 for The Bible Seminary, a highlight was the first graduation on May 17, 2015 when 8 students 
received Masters Degrees from The Bible Seminary!  It was an emotional day for the students, faculty and 
administration that had poured their hearts out into making this dream a reality.  These students are equipped 
to carry on the call of God on their lives and touching countless lives for the Gospel.  God has been faithful and 
worked in these students lives.

Immediately following the graduation of the first class TBS submitted an application to began the accreditation 
process through Transnational Association of Christian Colleges and Schools (TRACS).  The accreditation process 
is a long-term intense process that requires an organization to articulate what they are going to do, their 
purpose, do it and then prove what they have done.  It is a cause and effect, results driven process and tells 
others through a third party, “this group knows what they are doing and doing it well.”

The Lord brought new students to TBS through the Bible Certificate classes and graduate classes.  Amidst the 
good news and good works 2015 has been a challenging year financially.  We have broadened our support 
base and are grateful for every person who has generously given to TBS.  Your gifts of money, time, prayers, and 
talents have kept TBS moving forward and displayed your trust in the Lord.  We hope and pray that for each one 
of you that has given your support, however you have been led to give, have received back from the Lord many 
times over in return.  You have no idea how much your sacrifices mean to TBS and the Kingdom of God.  Will you 
continue to partner with us in your prayers for TBS that the Lord would use TBS as good that overcomes evil, 
light that pushes back the darkness and conquers new spiritual territory for the Kingdom of God on earth?  Will 
you ask the Lord what He would have you give financially to TBS as an act of worship and faith to the Lord?

We pray for each of you and hope that you experience an abundance of His love and are filled to full measure 
and then you share His love with others this Christmas!  
Thank you.  Serving Him,

Heidi Arneson
Board of Trustees Chair d

From the Board Chair



Help Support 
The Bible Seminary

Financial Update
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Donate Online TODAY

Visit TheBibleSeminary.org 
and click “Support”

Mail Donations to:

The Bible Seminary
2655 S Mason Road

Katy, TX 77450

As we approach the end of 2015, we are grateful for:

 - All 689 people who have taken at least one Bible Seminary class since the first class of 35 students in the   
   spring of 2008.

 - Our first 29 graduates. 

 - The 135 students enrolled in classes during the Fall 2015 semester. 

 - Current and pending applicants. 

 - Our exciting plans to expand The Bible Seminary into northwest Houston beginning with the 2016 Fall   
   semester. 
  
 - The 365 donors (353 individuals/families, 7 churches, and 5 foundations) who have given approximately   
   $2.5 million to help provide start-up and early growth funding since our inception in 2011. 

 - The 87 donors who have given just over $400,000 during the 2015 year.

As the end of the year looms, we are praying for additional donors and donations totaling at least $200,000 to fully fund 
our current operations for this year.  We also need additional funds to expand class offerings into northwest Houston, 
replenish our reserve fund (which is basically almost all gone), and establish and build an endowment fund.

If you have not yet given during 2015 (24% of previous donors have given so far this year), would you consider making a 
donation to The Bible Seminary before the end of December?

Your support will help insure The Bible Seminary’s financial health and operational excellence, as well as help glorify God 
through the training of lay and professional ministry leaders in all 66 books of the Bible so they can serve the local church 
and fulfill the Great Commission.



Our Core Values

Lordship – Because He is Lord (Philippians 2:11), we will continually ask Jesus Christ to sit on the 
throne of the seminary and on the throne of the lives of its faculty, administrators, and students for 
the glory of God (1 Corinthians 10:31).

Bible – Because the Bible is the fully true Word of God (2 Timothy 3:16), we will offer and require 
the study of all 66 books of the Bible before graduation with a degree. We will seek to creatively 
integrate classical theological disciplines and ministry training by studying books of the Bible (i.e. 
Church History will begin with the Book of Acts and keep going; Pastoral Leadership will come 
through the study of the Pastoral Epistles; Systematic Theology will flow out of the study of the 
Pauline Epistles)

Prayer – Because apart from Him we can do nothing (John 15:5), we will continually seek to 
plug into the Vine Jesus Christ through yielding to Him in prayer. We will offer a unique emphasis 
on prayer including classes on prayer, a school of prayer, prayer faculty, and multiple prayer 
opportunities in the life of the seminary.

Unreached Peoples – Because the return of Christ awaits the evangelization of all people groups 
(Matthew 24:14), we will keep our eyes on the unreached peoples of the world and train our 
students to have a heart for the fulfillment of the Great Commission (Matthew 28:18-20) by seeking 
to reach millions of souls for Jesus Christ.

Local Church – Because the local church is God’s plan (Matthew 16:18), we will be based at 
a local church and have a symbiotic relationship of service and training including internships, 
volunteerism, and prayer/worship opportunities. 
Community – Because we were created for community (Genesis 1:26; Romans 12:5). We will seek 
to build a campus-based fellowship where the “one anothers” of Scripture are lived out, where 
authenticity and accountability are practiced, and where integrity is modeled and taught.

Compassion – Because God has a huge heart for the poor and overlooked (Matthew 25:31-46), 
we will strive to motivate, equip, and train students to minister to “the least of these” as a lifestyle.

                                                                                     “They read from the Book of the Law of God making it clear and giving the meaning
                                                                                                              so the people could understand what was being read.” - Nehemiah 8:8

The Bible Seminary
2655 South Mason Road
Katy, TX  77450

281.646.1109 (Phone)
281.646.1110 (Fax)
info@TheBibleSeminary.org
www.TheBibleSeminary.org


