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The Bible Seminary exists to glorify God by training Christian 
believers in a context of biblical community in all 66 books 

of the Bible so that they can serve the local church and fulfill 
the Great Commission by the power of God’s Spirit.

About us 
The Bible Seminary is an independent, non-denominational, 
501(c)(3) institution of higher education incorporated 
in the state of Texas in 2010.  The seminary offers a Bible 
Certificate program, Dual Degree Completion program, 
Master of Arts and Master of Divinity programs.
 
Affiliation 
The Bible Seminary is an Affiliate institution of The Association 
for Biblical Higher Education. As such, it participates in and 
contributes to collegial and professional development 
activities of the Association. Affiliate status does not, 
however, constitute, imply, or presume ABHE accredited 
status at present or in the future.
 
Admissions 

The Bible Seminary admits qualified 
students of any race, color, national and 
ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges, 
programs, and activities generally 
accorded or made available to students 
at the school. It does not discriminate 
on the basis of race, color, national and 

ethnic origin in administration of its educational policies, 
admissions policies, scholarship and loan programs, and 
athletic and other school-administered programs. For 
Admissions information, contact Dr. Steve Adamson, 
Provost, or visit “Admissions” at TheBibleSeminary.org.

Donations
The Bible Seminary (TBS) is blessed with 
visionary, committed supporters, and 
we invite you to consider investing in 
truly Higher Education with eternal 
ramifications and significance. Donations 
to the seminary are charitable and tax 
deductible as allowed by law.  For more 

information, contact Rick McCalip, Vice-President 
of Finance and Administration, or visit “Support” at 
TheBibleSeminary.org.

TheBibleSeminary.org
The Sentinel is a bi-annual publication distributed free to 
family and friends of The Bible Seminary.  Article ideas, 
news and photos may be submitted for consideration for 
publication to info@TheBibleSeminary.org.
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    This photo of M. Div. student 
Israel Rivera was taken in the 
sanctuary at Cornerstone 
Presbyterian Church in Katy, Texas 
while Rivera delivered a sermon to 
fellow classmates, professors and 
church staff members.
 Rather than meet in the 
classroom each day, Preaching 
II students met offsite at West 
Houston area churches to 
practice preaching in different 
environments and glean wisdom 
from various pastors.
 If your church or organization 
is interested in hosting a TBS 
class, contact Steve.Adamson@
TheBibleSeminary.org 
 See page 10 for the full story, 
“TBS on Tour”.
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The program portion ended with special music based 
on Isaiah 49:6, “I will make you a light...that you may bring 
my salvation to the ends of the earth”. Written by Dr. Lewis 
and entitled, “Be My Light”, the song was performed by 
a choir ensemble of seminary students and friends and 
accompanied by a slide show depicting TBS students 
involved in ministry locally and around the world.

To close the evening, Heidi Arneson thanked all who 
had already invested in God’s work at TBS, as well as invited 
everyone to continue or prayerfully consider supporting TBS 
to help fund the mission to reach 1 million souls for Christ 
through TBS students and alumni over the next 50 to 100 
years.

We are grateful to the many donors who have 
contributed to the “Lighting the Way!” campaign and who 
are helping multiply the Kingdom of God by investing in the 
current and future ministries of TBS students.

If you would like to help, visit “Support” at 
TheBibleSeminary.org to invest in the amazing Kingdom 
adventure we call “The Bible Seminary” today. 

Thank you!

Nearly 250 people gathered at 
the Omni Hotel Westside this past 
semester for The Bible Seminary’s first 
annual celebration dinner based on 
the theme, “Lighting the Way”.

Seminary Board members, 
faculty, staff, students and various 
other TBS family members and friends 
celebrated amidst lighthouse décor, 
sliced sirloin dinner and scrumptious 
desserts.

The evening opened with a 
word of welcome from Board Chair, 
Heidi Arneson, and an invocation by 
Board member, Rev. Omar Garcia.

Following dinner, Founding President, Dr. Jim Leggett, 
recounted the TBS journey from its beginning as a dream in 
the hearts of a few faithful people in the late 1990s.

Initially launched in 2008 as a Bible Institute under 
the leadership of Grace Fellowship Teaching Pastor, Paul 
Helbig, a team lead by Dan Dunham worked for two years 
to complete necessary tasks to officially incorporate The 
Bible Seminary in 2010.

In conjunction with full-time volunteer leadership by Rick 
McCalip, Grace Fellowship UMC raised $1.1 million dollars 
in 2010 to help fund the start up phase of the seminary, 
hired Dr. K. Lynn Lewis as Executive Vice-President/Provost 
in 2011, and added the Master of Divinity program with 12 
inaugural students in 2012.

Following the recap of these historical highlights, the 
audience enjoyed a 10-minute video, “About The Bible 
Seminary”, that included inspiring interviews with faculty 
and students.

President Dr. K. Lynn Lewis then shared a vision for the 
seminary based on “10 Unique Things” that make The Bible 
Seminary unique and distinct from all other educational 
institutions on the planet, past or present.
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1. All 66 Books
             We require study of all 66 book in the Bible to complete all 
of our programs. At least one or more books are embedded 
into every course. For instance, in Church History, we study 
through the entire book of Acts first, then keep going through 
the next 2,000 years. In Theology, while studying eschatology, 
we walk through Joel, Daniel, and Revelation. In Leadership, 
we learn basic principles of leadership from prophets, priests, 
and kings as we walk through I & II Kings.
      Generally, most seminaries include Bible study as part of 
their program, but few require a systematic study of all 66 
books integrated into every course in order to graduate. Our 
difference might be described at the difference between 
the Bible as a diving board and the Bible as a pool.
            Some programs use the Bible as a springboard for studying 
diversity, history, languages, leadership, missions, preaching, 
theology, social issues, spiritual formation, worship, and more. 
However, the pool of discussion is more about these topics 
and what other people say about what other people say.
         However, at The Bible Seminary, the Bible is the POOL and 
we spend much of our time studying what the Bible actually 
says and studying these topics and more as we walk through 
the texts themselves.

2.  Core Values
    Our seven core values of Lordship, the Bible, Prayer, 
Unreached Peoples, Local Church, Compassion, and 
Community serve as drivers and guides for all we do. 

Additionally, all of our administrators, Board members, 
faculty, staff and students annually pledge agreement with 
these core values, as well as our doctrinal statement, ethos, 
and educational philosophy.
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10 unique things - all together - make The Bible Seminary distinct 
from all other educational institutions on the planet, past or present. 

5 things distinctly help identify what happens in the CLASSROOM. 
5 help define what happens related to MONEY.

By Dr. K Lynn Lewis

10 Unique Things



3. Diverse
 Although we hold to common core values, our 
students currently represent more than 30 churches and 
14 denominations in the Katy/West Houston area. Our 16 
faculty represent 12 churches and 6 denominations, and our 
teaching mentors and guest lecturers represent more than 30 
churches and a multitude of denominations from around the 
U.S.

4. Experiential
 Courses at The Bible Seminary are designed to be 
extremely practical. Master’s students are required to serve 
in ministry at least 5 hours per week in order to learn how to 
do ministry while doing ministry. Also, although most teaching 
is done in the classroom, we have nearly 30 teaching sites 
ranging from Houston to Simonton to Spring to Sugar Land. 
Many of these are churches, but our teaching sites also 
include a cemetery, funeral home, hospital, retreat centers, 
and a sheep farm.

5. Experts
     Our faculty are all seasoned professionals, and almost 
all of them have extensive career experience outside of the 
classroom. Most have worked as business, education, and/
or ministry executives, and many as pastors and missionaries. 
Our faculty have, or have had, careers as an archaeologist, 
an anthropologist, a chemist, coaches, counselors, a 
geophysicist, a lawyer, a pharmacist, and more. The real-
world experiences they bring to the classroom deeply enrich 
the Biblical and practical studies, the manner in which classes 
are conducted, and what type of assignments, projects, and 
tests are included in the curriculum.   

6. Scholarships
     The Bible Seminary offers students training and 
opportunity to pursue scholarship assistance to help with 
their tuition. We also offer donors the opportunity to invest 
in the lives and future ministries of our students by giving to 
our Student Scholarship Fund, which is utilized to help with 
tuition and fees, Logos Bible Software and Holy Land Study 
Tour expenses for Master’s level students.

7. Fundraising
     The Bible Seminary is an independent, non-
denominational organization. We receive no apportioned 
denominational funds from any denomination, and no 
government funds. Our funds come directly from churches, 
foundations, and (mostly) private individuals.
     We also train our students in non-profit fundraising as 
part of the degree program. We provide individual fundraising 
assistance and help students learn how to fundraise firsthand 
for themselves, as part of a larger plan to help them learn 
how to fundraise for organizations where they may serve now 
or in the future.

8. Debt-free
     We do NOT encourage our students to take out loans to 
pursue their education, which is exactly the opposite of what 
many schools do. We are not registered with the Federal 
government loan program and do not encourage using 
loans as a payment option.
     We have a goal of helping all of our Master’s students 
graduate with no seminary debt. That is why we work to raise 
funds for them as an institution (including regular mailings, 

an annual banquet, and private meetings with potential 
supporters), and help them raise funds independently 
themselves.

9. Digital Library
      All students at The Bible 
Seminary are eligible for 30% 
off any Logos Bible Software 
package. Current Master’s 
students are given FREE a 

Logos package of more than 1,900 resources than include 
commentaries, language tools, and topical books, as well 
as charts, images, and maps. Many schools offer, and even 
require Logos, as part of their educational experience, but 
hardly any other schools buy the package for their students.
     Most of our classes use textbooks included in the Logos 
software, we train students how to use the software and 
resources throughout the program, and then we give the 
software to our graduates when they finish the program. This 
allows the seminary to invest in the students for a lifetime of 
ministry and provides a portal for the seminary to continue to 
invest in our alumni in the future.

10. Holy Land
  In order to help students see, hear, smell, taste, and 
feel the Bible, we offer opportunities to travel to the Holy 
Land.     
 We have uniquely embedded this particular trip into 
the Master’s programs. Once students have completed at 
least one half of their Master’s degree, they are eligible to 
apply for a Scholarship which may fund as much as the entire 
cost of the trip. Many schools offer opportunities to travel to 
the Holy Land, but few offer such a trip for free.

 

 The five 
money relat-
ed features are 
unique and signifi-
cant in that they al-
low The Bible Seminary 
to invest in people 
we believe can 
and will make a 
significant impact 
for Jesus Christ.
 Through our 
students and their 
current and future 
ministries, we hope to reach 1 million souls 
for Christ over the next 50 to 100 years by 
exponentially investing in one student at 
a time.
 Together, these 10 things make 
The Bible Seminary a distinctively 
unique educational experience unparalleled anywhere. 
Although, other seminaries offer some similar distinctives, few 
have most, and none have all.
 Within the scope of God’s blessings, our professional 
ministry training, cutting-edge tools, and extraordinary 
experiences help make TBS one of the most unique seminary 
programs in America, and we invite you to consider 
journeying with us in this grand adventure!
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Today I was reading Ezekiel chapter 37.  You remember 
the story. In a vision God shows Ezekiel a valley that was 
full of dry bones and told him to prophesy over the bones 
commanding them to live again.  I’ve read it before, but this 
time several things struck me.  

First of all, in the vision God tells Ezekiel to speak to the 
bones.  Why does he tell Ezekiel to do it?  He is God after 
all.  Why doesn’t he simply show His power by commanding 
the bones himself?  The answer is profoundly simple; because 
God likes to work with us.  He loves interacting with us and 
partnering with us to serve His Kingdom and His people.  He 
delights in us seeking His face as we minister to others and 
as we come before him together in the Prayer Center and 
privately in our homes.  He loves being with us.  

Secondly, I noticed that in the vision Ezekiel had to 
command the life two times.  Through his first command 
God brought the bones together and put skin on them 
“But there was no breath in them.” (Ezekiel 37:8)  So Ezekiel 
again followed Gods instructions and “the breath came into 
them, and they lived and stood on their feet.”  (Ezekiel 37:10)  
Persistence is the point. We don’t always see immediate results 
from our prayers do we?  I’ve been praying for some things 
for years and while it may not look like my prayers are being 
answered, I’m going to remember Ezekiel and pray it again 
because God is working something out.  Some things take 
time.  I believe that God gave us this example to encourage 
us to keep praying, keep listening for His instruction and we 
will see life in the old dry bones again.  He says “I will put my 
Spirit within you, and you shall live.” (Ezekiel 37:14).  

What exactly are we talking about here?  The nation 
of Israel 2,600 years ago?  Israel now?  Yes, of course.  But 
could the metaphor also be applied to the United Methodist 
Church?  The popular culture of America?  A broken body 
or a broken marriage?  Could it apply to my tired weary 
heart?  Yes, all of the above and more.  If… God can raise 
Lazarus from the dead at the sound of Jesus’ voice, and He 
did.  And if… God has given that same Holy Spirit to dwell in 
the heart of every Christian, and He has.  Then it is because 
He has given us the Holy Spirit, that God can use our weak 
and broken prayers to call life and breath into hearts, into His 
church and into nations. 

What would happen if our community came together 
in persistent prayer?  Would we experience new life?  Maybe 
even revival?  Would we dare to believe that God could raise 
up our dry bones and the dry bones of Katy and even our 
nation?  The Great Southwest Prayer Center exists to invite us 
to this sacred calling of relationship with Him to believe and 
ask Him for the things that He longs to do.  We’d sure love to 
have you too.  

Be encouraged.  God has chosen you.  He has 
partnered with you, to be persistent and call out life where 
we see no life.  He is pleased with your faithfulness.  He has 
said “My dwelling place shall be with them, and I will be their 
God, and they shall be my people.”  (Ezekiel 37:27)  

Lord, come and breathe Your life into us.  
Amen.  
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God Loves My Weak and Bro      Prayers
By Stephanie Leggett, 
The Great Southwest Prayer Center

ken 
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A Good, Long Look Up

Do 
you remember 

the last time you 
looked at the stars?

Not a quick glance upward, but the last 
time you went for a drive, flopped down in 
the bed of a pickup and just stared into the 

starry blackness. 
If you look long enough, they might 
just wink at you. Captivate your eye. 

Invigorate your mind. 
When is the last time you took a 

good, long look up? Philosophers, 
scientists, artists, 

theologians, and a little 
brown-eyed, sandy-haired 

boy from Michigan all loved 
looking up. Of course, most boys 
love stars. Most boys crane their 
neck for a better view of a night-
sky star, a Christmas tree star, or 

a football star. Perhaps the 
stars were a little brighter 

in the clear 
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Midwest sky, or perhaps he just savored any opportunity to 
stay up past bedtime, but Brad Hulyk seemed to outlast the 
other kids when night swallowed the evening sunsets and 
it came time to watch the stars. Sure, he loved watching 

the pigskin-tossing, maize-and-blue-wearing superstars that 
took the field in Ann Arbor every fall Saturday, but football 
seasons come and go. He loved wrapping up and driving 

his younger brother to the ground in the backyard as much 
as any 10-year-old boy, but when his friends came over for 
sleepovers, they did not snooze under posters of Michigan 

football legends. 
 To enter Brad Hulyk’s room was to enter a spaceship.
 “My bedroom looked like it came out of the movie 2001: 
A Space Odyssey,” he remarks, remembering his father’s 
handiwork. “It narrowed at the ceiling and narrowed at the 
floor.”
 His mother was a librarian, so Hulyk also 
cherished the library.
 “She made sure I understood the 
Dewey Decimal System,” he says.
 When he walked through the 
front door, his feet followed one of 
two well-travelled paths: toward the 
Sports Illustrated rack or the Astrology 
section. Arguably his favorite fuel for 
sending his imagination into orbit came 
from the paintings of the space artist 
Chesley Bonestell. For the young Hulyk, 
Bonestell’s images of planets, moons and 
stars prompted questions that would steer 
the course of his life.
 “What is out there? What are the 
heavens really like?” he would ask. “Bonestell did 
an amazing job of capturing what could be. It lit up 
my imagination. For me it was fun like it was fun to do sports.”

From the Heavens to the Heart
 His head-in-the-clouds childhood questions drove 
the teenage Hulyk in search of down-to-earth answers. His 
answers came in the form of fellow night-sky enthusiast Roger 
Eastin. The two hit it off studying the clear, Iowa sky during 
a 6-week science camp the summer before Hulyk’s junior 
year of high school. Those 6 weeks would forever change the 
trajectory of Hulyk’s life.
 From late-night dorm room conversations to watching 
the sun crawl over the horizon at the astrology tower, the 
intentional Eastin methodically poured into the hungry Hulyk. 
On breaks the two would venture to the student life center 
and spend hours batting tiny blue racquetballs and 
universe-size questions around the walls of the 
little enclosed court.
 “He had answers to the questions 
I was asking,” Hulyk says. “Why is it 
that I can do a lot of things well, 
but I can’t master myself? I 
had this anger problem, and I 
couldn’t master it. Why is the 
human race so wonderful and 
so flawed? Christianity was 
the only worldview that could 
answer those.”
 Once Hulyk made up his 
mind about what his life was 
supposed to be lived for, Eastin 
helped him learn how to live it 
by opening up God’s Word.

“A nice orderly program, the way a scientist needs it.” Hulyk 
recalls with a grin. “Those six weeks turned me from, ‘Where 
am I going?’ to ‘Now I know.”

An Unwelcome Chance to Look Up
 Though they help lost explorers find their way back to 
the path, stars do not necessarily tell a traveler everything 
he will encounter on his journey. Hulyk’s path brought an 
unwelcome surprise one day for the 25-year-old graduate 
student when his wife, Carol, was not getting over what they 
thought was a flu bug. 
 After several days of throwing up, his high school 
sweetheart began to see and talk about things Hulyk knew 
were not there. 5 a.m. found Brad, Carol and their two-year-
old son uneasily draped amidst the stiff-back chairs of the 

emergency room holding area. They waited. And 
waited.

 With precious seconds ticking away and his 
fears escalating, Hulyk knew he needed 

some way of speeding up the process.
“I applied some logic in the situation,” he 
recalls. 
 While sitting or lying down, Carol’s 
condition appeared relatively stable. 
When forced to stand up, however, 
her stomach would reveal its less-than-
stable state.
 “So, I grabbed her out of the chair, 

and stood her up right in front of the 
counter,” he says.

 Hulyk’s shrewd move paid off as 
Carol threw up over the counter and finally got 

the attention of the hospital staff. 
 “This woman is sick, we need to get her a room!” 

 With his wife now under observation by doctors, Hulyk 
and his two-year-old sat uncomfortably in the waiting room 
awaiting some news. An hour shuffled by. Then two hours, 
until at 9 a.m. a white-jacket briskly approached him.
 “Your wife’s condition is serious and unstable,” the 
doctor informed him. “I only have about 90 seconds to talk to 
you. I am going to ask you some questions, and I want you to 
answer them as quickly and accurately as you can.”
 The doctor threw questions at Hulyk that ranged from 
simple inquiries about whether she had fallen and hit her 
head, to queries with implications of physical abuse. Amidst 
answering the questions and seeking to quell any notions of 
abuse, Hulyk informed the physician that she had fainted 
once, but she had not hit her head hard. 

 An hour later another doctor emerged and 
asked the same questions in the exact same 

order. Hulyk gave the same answers in the 
exact same order.

 Fear tingled through his arms and 
up into his throat.

 “It was about the longest 6 
hours of my life,” he says.
 With the dazzling night sky 
replaced by the blank, white 
ceiling of the hospital waiting 
room, Hulyk now felt no desire 
to gaze heavenward. No 
majestic splendor would be 
there to meet his eyes, no 
awe-inspiring expanse. Yet, he 
knew, now as much as ever, it 
was time to look up. 

“I am 
25 years old, 

and I am going to 
be a widower with a 

two-year old son,” he 
remembers thinking. 
“There is not a lot you 
can do then except 

turn to God.”



 “I am 25 
years old, and I 
am going to be 
a widower with a 
two-year old son,” 

he remembers 
thinking. “There is 

not a lot you can do 
then except turn to 

God.”
 After an x-ray, the doctors 

diagnosed a brain aneurism, began to treat it, and she 
inched back to stable condition.
 Still, one more issue remained unresolved. 
 “If she were my wife, I would have her get an abortion.” 
 The doctor’s sterile words hung like unwelcome germs 
in the hospital room air. The radiation from the x-ray posed a 
legitimate threat to the Hulyk’s second child currently growing 
inside Carol. But as the doctor expounded on his opinion, the 
mother made hers crystal clear.
 “I remember the expression on her face,” Hulyk recalls. 
“If he says one more thing, she is going to let him have it, and 
I’m not going to get in the way.”
 To their relief, a second doctor eventually offered hope 
of a healthy pregnancy and birth. For Brad and Carol, the 
decision was easy.
 Later that year Carol gave birth to a completely healthy 
baby girl, and 35 years later, Hulyk reflects back on their 
decision to move forward with the birth of their only daughter 
in spite of the risks. 
 “What struck me at the time was how quick the first 
doctor was to choose abortion,” he says. “What we would 
have missed if we had listened to first doctor. There would be 
a hole in the world. When all your influence is taken away, all 
I could do was trust God. I was concerned, but I had peace 
that I could deal with whatever the outcome was.”

Drifting Into Focus
 Stars and people have a way of changing as time rolls 
on. One night you’ll look up and they’re in one spot, and 
the next night they’ve drifted a bit on you. One night they 
appear a little dim and distant, the next they’re sparkling like 
the diamond on your daughter’s wedding ring.
 For the Hulyk’s, the stars drifted south to Louisiana and 
finally to Houston in 1986.
 While at Tulane, Brad met two professors who planted 
a seed in his mind that would take full bloom after years of 
nurturing.
 Jim Harper and Frank Ryan brought clarity to Hulyk’s 
Christian worldview and repeatedly served him up scientific 
information that challenged the growing Atheist perspectives 
of the times.
 “They fed the fire in me,” he says. “The more I got 
into it, it caught my attention the way Chesley Bonestell 
did.”
 The pair of mentors shared more with Hulyk than 
scientific evidence though.
 “Those guys lived the life I wanted to live,” he 
says. “Their kids are the kind of kids you wish you 
could have.”
 With a continually growing family of his own 
to provide for, Hulyk’s path led him away from the 
classroom and toward a job as a geophysicist in 
the oil industry. For the next 30 years Hulyk worked 
diligently, poured into his relationship with his kids, 
and served in his local church, all the while allowing 

ideas to germinate in his mind about a course he might one 
day teach.
 “I always felt called to teach,” he says. “But it wasn’t 
until the kids were growing up and going off to school that I 
began to have time to really study and then teach.”
 What started with the philosophy of science grew into a 
full-fledged course on how God and science were not at war 
with one another. 
 “What we hear on the science channel is that science 
is about reality, and religion is about myth or questions of 
why are we here. They want to keep religion out of science,” 
he says. “If there is a God, and science forbids the concept 
of God, its probably missing the truth somewhere. We know 
enough now to make a strong case for God, a very strong 
case.”
 After teaching a course for several years at his home 
church, The Fellowship of Cinco Ranch, the engineer-teacher 
was approached about the idea of teaching a similar course 
as an elective in the Bible Certificate program at The Bible 
Seminary.
 “I had breakfast and a really lively discussion with Lynn 
and Paul,” he says. “That was a lot of fun, and they decided 
to take a chance on me.”
 Now for the second year in a row, Hulyk is teaching the 
“God and Science” course at TBS on Monday evenings from 
6:30 to 8:15 pm.
 “For a believer who comes into the course, I want them 
to walk out confident that the Christian faith is true and that 
it is strongly backed by the scientific evidence,” Hulyk says. 
“If an unbeliever comes in, I want to challenge them and 
demonstrate to them that the case for God is stronger than the 
case for atheism. If God exists, and you are accountable to 
him, then you really ought to take a look at that relationship.”
 No matter who sits at the desks in his classroom, Hulyk 
makes it clear that he does not expect them to leave either 
their head or hearts at the door.
 For the astrology addict turned geophysicist, there 
really are no lines of distinction to be drawn between his faith 
and his scientific work, no separate boxes in which to place 
evidence. For him, his passion for gazing at the stars was the 
very passion that led him to God.
 Now he just hopes to encourage others to do what he 
has done his whole life: take a good, long look up.
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“If there is a 
God, and science 

forbids the concept 
of God, its probably 

missing the truth 
somewhere.”
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Tour
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18 
Sites 

Visited

3 
Classes



Tour
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M. Div. students ventured 
outside the classroom for 

many a class during the fall 
and spring semesters. 

A hospital, cemetary, funeral 
home, radio station and 

numerous area churches were 
among the various teaching 

sites visited.

30 
Sermons 
Delivered

650 
Miles 

Traveled



Holy Land Trip Journal
January 3-16, 2015

Israel, you have 
stolen my heart. 

-M. Div. Student Brenda Martin

My trip to the Holy Land 
was incredible! To see the 

places where Jesus walked, 
ministered, healed, and prayed 

is simply indescribable. My 
connection with the Bible is 

so much stronger and clearer. 
Ronan, our tour guide, was 

amazing at painting pictures of 
Scripture. Plus, his knowledge 

of Jewish culture and his 
life experience growing up as 
a Jewish boy was invaluable. 
I will never look at Scripture 
the same. I am truly grateful 
and humbled by the whole 

experience. 
–M. Div. Student Rowena Marable

12 Join TBS in Israel



Holy Land Trip Journal
January 3-16, 2015

The land of little 
sleep and lots of 

Jesus. 
-M. Div. Student Sara Stanley

It was incredible to see 
the Bible truly come alive 
and to walk where Jesus 
walked. While I have had 

faith that the Bible is 
real, now I have seen for 
my eyes how REAL it is! 

-Tara Power
13January 2-15, 2016!



14                             The Sentinel 

Congratulations to the Coolidge and Muir families as Daniel Coolidge 
proposed to Heather Muir on November 29, 2014... and she said yes! Karen 
Coolidge, (Daniel’s mother) is an M. Div student and David Muir (Heather’s 
father) is a board member for TBS. Both Karen and David and their spouses 
traveled to Israel as part of The Bible Seminary’s first Holy Land Study tour in 
January. TBS is thankful to have both the Coolidge and Muir families play 
such integral roles in the life of the 
seminary and excited for Daniel 
and Heather’s future together.

Congratulations to Kevin and 
Allie Penner on their wedding 
on Saturday, October 25, 
2014! TBS chaplain Paul Helbig 
officiated the wedding and 
many TBS faculty, staff and 
students enjoyed supporting 
the couple on their special 
day. Kevin is a graduating 
M. Div. student, and Allie 
works as a nurse at Fresenius 
Dialysis Clinic. 

       TBS News and Family Photos

Congratulations to Rick McCalip 
on his most recent grandchild, 
Kyle Austin McCalip born on 
January 9, 2015. Though he had to 
spend several weeks in the NICU 
after being born prematurely at 
just 3 lbs. 3 oz., Kyle persevered 
with God’s sustaining hand. Both 
mother and baby have recovered 
well and Rick, 
who serves as 
VP of Finance & 
Administration 
for TBS, could 
not be more 
proud.

Congratulations to Nena Leake on 
her first grandchild, Collins Elisabeth 
Franke born on February 18, 2015. 
Collins experienced a healthy birth 
and Nena has enjoyed spending 

much of the 
last month with 
the new little 
family. Nena 
serves TBS by 
assisting Rick 
McCalip with 
payroll and 
other financial 
work.

Congratulations to Mrs. 
Heidi Arneson on her 
first grandchild! Rowan 
Elaine Arneson was born 
March 26 to Heidi’s son 
Philip and daughter-
in-law  Haley Arneson. 
Little Rowan weighed 6 
lbs. 10 oz. Heidi serves as 
Board Chair on the TBS 
Board of Directors.



       TBS News and Family Photos

Leaving an Impact
M. Div. student Esmeralda Heer 
hosted a small group of Spanish 
speaking ladies who shared a 
meal together and dove into a 
study of God’s covenants with 
His people. Her group of ladies 
each showed up in class at the 
end of the semester testifying to 
the impact the discipleship time 
had on their spiritual lives.

Discipleship I Class Assignment: 
Disciple one other person.
Our mission (yes, we chose to accept it) was to 
find one other person and disciple them. Old, 
young, family member or not, it didn’t matter. 
The parameters were simple: intentionally invest 
in one person (or a small group) throughout the 
semester, sharing life with that person, and then 
report back to the class on what we learned. 
Most of us have been blessed to carry on the 
relationships beyond the fall semester, our hearts 
alive as we live like Jesus who intentionally 
invested in a few.

“Go Therefore and Make... Disciples”

Spiritual Mothers and Fathers
M. Div. student Sara Stanley asked fellow 
student Brenda Martin to intentionally 
invest in her life. Even before the semester 
began, the two (and their husbands) 
shared life together. Then, their discipleship 
relationship climaxed in an unforgettable 
experience in the Holy Land (for all four of 
them) in early January.

April 7, 8, & 9th 
6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
TBS Classroom

TBS’ first ever class of M. Div. students is 
graduating...and you’re invited to celebrate! 
Join us as we honor Master’s degree and Bible Certificate 
graduates. Light refreshments will be served at a reception 

following the ceremony.

The Bible Seminary’s First 
Annual Graduation Ceremony

Sunday May 17, 2015
3-4 p.m. - Ceremony
4-5 p.m. - Reception

Grace Fellowship UMC
The Vista
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 A seasoned cor-
porate and academic 
manager with world-
wide experience, Steve 
Adamson comes to The 
Bible Seminary via the 
mountain highlands of 
Westcliffe, Colorado, 
where he most recently 
served as Executive Di-
rector for the Association 
of Reformed Theological 
Seminaries (ARTS) Com-
mission on Accreditation 
(2013-14).  His primary 
responsibilities included 
leading ARTS through 
the recognition process 

as an accrediting agency from the Council for Higher Edu-
cation Accreditation (CHEA) and leading the ARTS Commis-
sion on Accreditation.
 Adamson worked as a professor in Colorado at 9,000 
feet above sea level with Sangre de Cristo Seminary (2009-
14).  He served as Dean of Distance Learning for Ligonier 
Academy of Biblical and Theological Studies & Reformation 
Bible College (RBC) in Orlando, Florida (2009-13), where he 
helped launch a new college (RBC), a doctor of ministry 
program, and an online lay training program called Ligonier 
Connect.  He has also worked as an online mathematics 
Professor for University of Phoenix since 2002.   
 Along with his wife, Von, Adamson has enjoyed 
opportunities to serve multiple months-long seasons as a 
Pulpit Supply Minister for the Free Church of Scotland (2007-
13) in the Scottish Highlands and Prince Edward Island, 
Canada.

 His 20-year corporate career included work as Manager 
of Network Deployment for Sprint/Nextel (2002-06) managing 
a staff of 12 with a $50 million annual budget; Director of 
Transmission Engineering for Teleglobe International (1999-
2002) overseeing the development and installation of the 
company’s worldwide fiber optic transmission and Internet 
technology and managing an annual budget of $200 
million and a staff of 75; Manager of Network Design and 
Capacity Engineering for Global One (1997-99) mostly living 
and working in Brussels, London, and Paris; Senior Consultant 
with Booz, Allen & Hamilton, Inc. (1991-97) mostly living and 
working in London, and Rome, Italy; and Member of the 
Technical Staff for Aerospace Corporation (1987-91) working 
on requirements for development, testing, and validation of 
satellite control software for the U. S. Air Force. 

Dr. Steve Adamson
Professor of Apologetics & Discipleship
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 Meet Our new provost

•     Bachelor of Science in Computer Science 
(1985), University of Nebraska

•     Master of Science in Applied Mathematics 
(1987), University of Nebraska

• Ph. D. (abd) in Operations Research (1995), 
George Washington University

•     Master of Divinity (2008), Sangre de Cristo 
Seminary

• Ph. D. in Theology and Apologetics (2013), 
Highland Theological College of the University 
of Aberdeen, Scotland UK.  Dissertation entitled, 
“The Apologetics of Thomas Chalmers: The 
Influences, Methods, and Effects of Chalmers’ 
Rebuttals to Objections to Christianity”

Thank you for your continued support of The Bible 
Seminary.  We appreciate your continued interest and gifts of 
prayers and financial support.  

At TBS we believe the most effective way to train and 
educate students is face-to-face live and in-person.  We 
believe in teaching ALL 66 books of the Bible.  We believe 
students should have opportunities to participate in cross-
cultural mission opportunities, and immersive experiences in 
the land, culture, and people of the Bible through Holy Land 
study tour experiences.  We believe in teaching TRUTH.  We 
believe that equipping ministry leaders with a God-filled, 
truth-filled, practical, experiential education that uniquely 

prepares them to go out and teach TRUTH is the most strategic 
way the Church can advance the Kingdom!  This is why we 
are so passionate about what we do at TBS.  We believe in 
advancing the Kingdom of God!

I hope you enjoy reading The Sentinel.  We invite you to 
visit our campus, take a Bible Certificate course, join a future 
Holy Land study tour, or enroll in studying for your Master of 
Divinity degree.  We invite you to learn more about what we 
are doing and partner with us to advance the Kingdom of 
God!

God’s grace and peace to you.

   From the Board Chair

We Believe
By Mrs. Heidi Arneson, Board Chair 

Dear TBS Family and Friends,

“We believe that equipping ministry 
leaders...to teach TRUTH is the most 

strategic way the Church can 
advance the Kingdom!”
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A Little Q&A With Dr. A
A Little Q&A With Dr. A

Sitting down with TBS’ new provost, Dr. Steve Adamson

Q: Steve, could you tell us what it is 
about The Bible Seminary that makes 
you excited about being here?

A: For much of the 20th century, many 
seminaries were organized around 
and focused on teaching academic 
disciplines. Towards the beginning of this 
century, seminaries began to balance 
that education by including pastoral 
and practicum opportunities in their 
curriculum. The Bible Seminary is unique 
in that its program is organized by the 
Bible itself; spending three years going 
through all 66 books of the Bible. Every 
course takes the Bible as the primary 
textbook and uses it as the ultimate 
source of truth and instruction. It is this 
aspect of The Bible Seminary that makes 
it so exciting to be here; to be part of a 
school that places God’s Word first and 
foremost in all that it does.

Q: How do you envision the uniqueness 
of The Bible Seminary’s program being 
used to further the Kingdom of God?

A: The seminary’s motto, “Rooted in the 
Word”, is the essential aspect to reflect 
upon in answering that question. Every 
seminary must teach theology, Biblical 
languages, and pastoral theology, for 
example, in order to prepare students 
for vocational Christian ministry. But it 
is important to never lose sight of the 
fact that “all Scripture is breathed out 
by God and profitable for teaching, for 
reproof, for correction, and for training 
in righteousness, so that the servant of 

God may be thoroughly equipped for 
every good work” (2 Timothy 3:16-17). 
The students at The Bible Seminary are 
exposed to a Biblical presentation of all 
the subjects necessary for a seminary 
education. They are immersed in 
the Bible; studying every page of 
Scripture, seeing how it underpins all of 
knowledge. You see, it is not by human 
effort or superiority of intellect that the 
Kingdom of God spreads, it’s by the 
power of the gospel. The Bible Seminary 
understands this and places Scripture 
under, over, and in all it does. As a result, 
graduates from this school are firmly 
rooted in the Bible, the source of all 
truth, equipped for every good work of 
the LORD.

Q: Changing directions and looking 
at your biography, what is your 
favorite memory of being a preacher 
in Scotland, and what about this 
experience influences your approach 
to preparing people for ministry?

A: Without question, the most cherished 
memory, from the times my wife and I 
spent ministering in Scotland, is the sense 
of family that developed and remains 
between us and the people in those 
rural areas of the Scottish Highlands. 
Our lives are so connected to their 
lives that we don’t think of that vast 
distance that lays between us. They are 
so much a part of our lives that we have 
a sense we are still amongst them. An 
experience like that changes a person, 
it changes their orientation, and for 

me it changed how I defined success. 
You see, it matters not how those on 
the outside perceive or determine the 
worth of the ministry you are called to. 
What matters is that you are faithfully 
serving God; loving and ministering to 
His sheep.

Q: For our final question, a detailed look 
at your Ph.D. studies reveals that you 
blended elements of church history, 
theology, apologetics, and philosophy. 
What was it about these subjects that 
appealed to you, and how do you use 
them in teaching?

A: While those subjects may seem 
disparate, they have surprisingly close 
connections. Throughout the history of 
the church, the views and thinking of 
man frequently required the church to 
defend and clearly articulate its beliefs. 
That in a nutshell is the connection, and 
I have always been a person who wants 
to understand how, what, when, and 
why something or a set of circumstances 
came about. For I firmly believe that in 
order to understand why things are the 
way they are now, a person should have 
knowledge of what has transpired. And 
I take that with me into the classroom. I 
don’t want students just to understand 
some theory or idea, but to know the 
whole story. This becomes paramount 
in apologetics, theology, and the 
church, as it enables the student to be 
able to identify the markers to potential 
deviations to God’s Word.

   Meet Our new Administrative Coordinator

Coby is a native of Katy, Texas who 
recently returned to the area after a 
family journey living in diverse places 
such as Santa Maria, California and 
Beijing, China. Following undergraduate 
work at Sam Houston State University, 
her career has included work as Middle 
School History Teacher at Faith West 

Academy in Katy, Texas; History and 
Comparative Literature Teacher at SLO 
Classical Academy in SLO (San Luis 
Obispo), California; and Administrative 
Assistant at RECON in Santa Maria, 
California. Coby and her husband, 
Matt, have two daughters.

Coby Jackson



What is my God-
given calling?

Where should I 
work?  What should I 
do with my life?  What 
is God’s best for me?  

How would God 
prefer I use my time, 
gifts and talents?  Are 

there things He would prefer I NOT do, 
at least not right now, or maybe never 
again?  Are there things I need to 
learn, to pursue, to train for?

In seeking answers to these 
questions, I once made a list of 50 
people I respected.  I then arranged 
to meet with them one-on-one and 
asked them, “What do you do, and 
how did you know God wants you to 
do it?”

At the time, I had a good job as an 
engineer.  My boss, a strong Christian, 
had hired me as his protégé and my 
future in the engineering business 
looked bright.  However, I had such a 
strong passion for ministry that I wanted 
to explore what serving in ministry as a 
profession might look like.

I didn’t know, so I asked others 
what they were doing and why.  Some 
were in business; some in education; 
some served as pastors, missionaries, or 
non-profit ministry leaders; some were 
family and friends.

God did use many of their answers 
to help clarify His call in my life, both at 
the time and during the years since.  It 
would be nice if those questions were 
answered once and for all, but, even 
where there is a clear call, how that 

call is lived out varies on a year-to-
year, day-to-day basis.

It has for me.  I have sought to 
serve God faithfully as a student, an 
engineer, a pastor, a businessman, an 
educator, and an executive.  I believe 
God wants to use me where I am, but 
He also seems to always be preparing 
for me for where He wants me to be.

One measure I use is what I call 
“net kingdom gain”.  Out of all of the 
choices set before me, which one(s) 
seem most likely to further advance 
the kingdom of God?  Given who I am, 
and how God has made, gifted, and 
experienced me, how can I best serve 
Him and others?

One businessman told me that 
God had gifted him with “knowing 
people and giving away money”.  He 
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but He also seems to always be 
preparing me for 

“God wants to use me
where I am,

where He wants me to be.”

Net Kingdom Gain
By Dr. K. Lynn Lewis, President

New Dual Degree 
Completion Option



“Out of all of the choices set 
before me, which one(s) seem 

most likely to further 

advance  the kingdom of God? “

wasn’t good in school, or working with 
his hands, or teaching or preaching 
or singing.  But, he knew people, 
and He knew the Lord.  So, he hired 
well-educated, competent people, 
invested in their lives and families, and 
their successful business blessed all of 
their lives and made a lot of money, 
a tithing portion of which he shared 
joyfully.

Others confessed that God 
wanted them to lay some things down, 
or repurpose them for His kingdom, in 
ways that required significant life, work, 
and sometimes educational changes 
on their part.

Perhaps, anybody can do X.  But, 
what is God’s unique call on your life, 
and how can you best live that out 
right now?

Also, include regular 
ebb and flow in your 
considerations.  Working 
hard – putting our hands 
to whatever plow the 
Lord has given us – is 
part of it.  But so is 
eating, exercising, 
p l a y i n g , 
resting, and 

worshiping well as part of a healthy, 
balanced life.

Jesus lived out net Kingdom 
gain by choosing timely priorities.  
For a long time, working in the local 
Nazareth family business was his priority.  
Then, reaching a lost world through 
preaching, healing, and leading others 
was his priority.  Sometimes, prayer 
alone, or offering to heal some people 
but not others, or going to a different 
town even though there was plenty 
to do locally, was his priority.  
Later, offering himself as a 
sacrifice for our sins was his 
priority.  He did the math 
regularly, and chose His 
priorities accordingly, 
even when some of 

his actions seemed to make no sense 
at the time.

So should we.  Do the math, and 
calculate your life actions and priorities 
according to net kingdom gain.

The Bible Seminary exists to 
glorify God by training Christian 
believers in a context of 
biblical community in all 66 
books of the Bible so that 
they can serve the local 
church and fulfill the 
Great Commission 

by the power of 
God’s Spirit.

New Dual Degree 
Completion Option

Interested in Seminary, but don’t 
have your Bachelor’s degree yet?
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Graduate with both 
your Bachelor’s and 

Master’s!

For more 
information, visit:

TheBibleSeminary.org 
and click 

“Academics”
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New Master of Arts 
Degree

New Tuition and 
Fees Schedule

Description Single Class Annual Full 
Time M. A.*

Annual Full 
Time M. Div.*

Tuition $750 $7,500 $8,250
Fees $185 $850 $1,035

Student 
Cost for 
2015-16

$935 $8,350 $9,285

* Calculations do not include books. Since many digital resources are included in Logos Bible Software, most semesters average $50-$100 for books.

Seminary education now 
even more affordable

Our new 2015-16 Tuition and Fees Schedule offers 
a Masters level seminary education for just over 
$9,000 per year, and as low as $935 per class.

Apply now to enroll in either our Master of Arts or Master of Divinity programs, OR sign-up as a Non-Degree student to take 
that seminary class you’ve always wanted to take.  Upcoming Fall 2015 courses include:

•     Bible Study Methods I - Mark, Ruth, Esther, Nahum (Professor Helbig)
•     Discipleship I - Deuteronomy, Judges (Professor Helbig)
•     Greek Language I - Jude, Philemon, 2 & 3 John (Dr. Marshall)
•     Missions I - (Perspectives on the World Christian Movement)
•     Theology I - Genesis, Gospel of John (Dr. Adamson)
•     Spiritual Formation & Ministry I - Exodus (Dr. Lewis)

More Specialized Options Than Ever Before!
In addition to our Bible Certificate and Master of Divinity programs, The Bible Seminary 
Board of Trustees recently approved the addition of a new Master of Arts degree.

The Master of Arts (M.A.) curriculum integrates a study of all 66 books of the Bible with 
basic historical, theological and practical disciplines critical to developing professional 
skills for ministry in the 21st century. The program includes 16 CORE and 4 ELECTIVE 
courses, and provides elective options for students to graduate with such majors as:

• Master of Arts in Biblical Languages
• Master of Arts in Biblical Studies
• Master of Arts in Christian Ministry
• Master of Arts in Missions and Evangelism
• Master of Arts in Pastoral Leadership
• Master of Arts in Spiritual Formation

The M.A. program is available for both FULL-TIME and PART-TIME students. For more 
information, including courses and degree schedule visit TheBibleSeminary.org
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Master of Divinity
96-hour, 3-year graduate level program

Master of Arts
60-hour, 2-year graduate level program

Bible Certificate
8-course lay leader training program

Discipleship 
Community

• Professors who invest in lives 
beyond the classroom
• Small class size
• Real, organic relationships 
• Walk through program with 
tight-knit group sharing meals, 
struggles, joys and much more

Experiential 
Learning

• Holy Land Study Tour built into 
Master’s programs
• Over 30 Houston area teaching 
sites including churches, a hospital, 
funeral home, sheep farm and more
• Serve in a local ministry at least 5 
hours per week
• Summer ministry internship
• Cross-cultural trip

For more information visit:

All 66 Books 
of the Bible

• Each Master’s course embeds one or more 
books of the Bible into the curriculum 
• The Bible is the foundational textbook for 
every subject 

TheBibleSeminary.org

Degree Completion/
Dual Degree
Graduate with both Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees

Financially 
Wise

• Graduate debt-free
• Low cost
• Great scholarships
• Logos Bible Software provided 
to all Master’s students
• Holy Land Study Tour 
scholarships available to 
Master’s students
• Fundraising training

Spiritual 
Health

• God first, family second, 
everything else third
• Heart knowledge and life 
transformation, not mere 
head knowledge
• Prayer emphasis, Holy 
Spirit led
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Susannah Abbott
Richard & Cindi Adams
W.T. & Fran Adams
Steve & Von Adamson
Olusegun C. Akingboye
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Thelma Flores
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Kirk & Angela Freeman
Scott & Courtney Fretheim
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Bill & Kim Fulton
Steve & Connie Fuqua
Jon & Heather Furr
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Omar Garcia
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Charles & Cindy Gautschy
Sarah George
Randy Gerecke
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Danny & Michelle Gex
Bill & Lisa Gibson
Peter & Ann Gilbert
Linda & Ed Glazener
Mark & Cindy Glover

Steve & Janis Godby
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James & Tracey Hagemeier
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Jane W. Kinsey
Mark & Ellen Kirkland
Austin & Maggie Kliewer
Elizabeth & Brian Knaup
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Todd & Lynne Lachenmyer
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Robert & Lisa MacLeod
Martha & Grant MacRae
Phil & Carol Madden
Thomas C. Mann
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John Martin
Anne & Bill Massey
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Terryl & Mary Matthews
Jim & Carol Maycock
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Rick & Elaine McCalip
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Wade McCutcheon
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J.W. & Theresa McNett
Wendell & Donna Menard

Jeff & Janice Mikulencak
Catherine Miller
Lisa & Dan Mitchell
Jim & Sharon Moffett
Regan & Lauren Moore
Marie Morrison
David & Debbie Muir
Douglas & Sylvia Muir
Steve & Kim Mullican
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Jimmy & Kelly Needham
Mark & Esther Newcomb
David & Donna Newell
Sam & Jenny Newland
Mary Nguyen
Greg & Angie Norman
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Jim & Janet O’Leary
Mike & Barbara Oswalt
Bob & Lisa Pack
Daryl & Charmel Paholek
Walt Palen
Helen Palmer
William & Marjorie Pape
Laura & Michael Pappas
Bill & Rhonda Parker
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Mitch & Elizabeth Peairson
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Ralph & Charlotte Peil
Samuel Penni
Adam & Heidi Peters
Lester Petty
Garry & Elizabeth Phillips
Jerry & Barbara Phillips
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Napoleon Pickens
Alvin L. Pierce
Sonja Pixley
Russell & Cheryl Poese
Steve & Kay Pontious
Jim & JoAnn Porter
Debbie & John Poulter
Charlie & Leslie Power
Suzanne & Tom Pretti
Steve & Linda Pringnitz
John & Sue Putnam
John & Mimi Ragsdale
Mike & Christina Ramirez
Robert & Rebecca Rawle
Ronnie & Kathy Rea
Sue & Randy Rickford
Daisy Rivera
Bryan & Kimberly Roberts
Randal & Marilyn Rockett
Curtis & Carla Rowe
Alice Salinas
Tana & Lance Sandel
Marianne & Joby Sawyer
Scott & Vickie Sayles
Beth & Mike Scanlan
Bradley & Kristen Schmid
Lynn S  Schneider
Jill & Lanny Schoeling
Lisa Schwartz

Rob & Carolyn Schweitzer
Stuart Segraves
Jon & Peggy Seipel
Richard & Susan Selke
William & Mary Severns
John & Susie Sharp
Rob & Mary Shuey
Ken & Genny Silverthorne
Blake & Carolyn Simmons
Robert & Malinda Sims
Sheryl Small
Christine Smith
Jim & Rose Mary Smith
Larry & Terry Smith
Rob & Terri Smith
Pat Spaulding
Doran & Charleen Sprecher
Tony & Stephanie Stage
Susan & Garry Stamm
Brandee & Harry Standley
James & Jerilyn Stanka
Eric & Kristin Stephens
Jeffrey P. Stevens
Anne Stevenson
Katherine L. Stewart
Scott Stripling
Kent & Lynn Stuckey
Pat & Velesa Sullivan
Kyle & Donna Sweet
Randall & Brenda Sylvester
Marla & Bruce Thomas
Rob & Judy Townsend
Cynthia & Russ Truby
David & Barbara Tucker
Donald & Gwen Vial
Downy & Kavin Vickery
Gary & Janie Wacker
Ralph & Diana Wagers
Phil & Cindy Wales
Annette Walker
Rhonda Ward
Doug & Marci Waters
Mike & Debbie Weber
Joel & Angela Wells
Ashley White
Jan & Paul Whitehead
Jeff & Naomi Williams
Dale & Candace Wilson
MaryAnn Wingfield
Charles & Lilly Wisdom
Andrew & Pam Wolan
Chris & Amy Wolff
Natalie Wommack
Craig & Gayle Wooten
CL & Annie Mae Wright
John & Karla Wright
Russel & Amy Wylie
Mike & Gail Yates
Scott & Amy Zimmerman
Farrel & Marjorie Zwerneman

Churches
Elim Lutheran Church
Faithbridge UMC
Grace Fellowship UMC
The Fellowship
Walking By Faith Missionary       
     Baptist Church
Westland Baptist Church

Organizations
CGC Foundation
Ed & Gladys Hurley   
     Foundation
Freeport-McMoRan Oil & Gas
JES Trucking
Robin Air
Silicon Valley Community        
     Foundation

(As of 1/1/2015)
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The Bible Seminary would like to thank the following donors 
for your investment in helping pioneer the founding and 
start-up years of the seminary, your contributions toward 

reaching the amazing milestone of graduating our first 
Master’s degree students this May, and your entrepreneurial 

donations toward helping reach 1 million souls for Christ 
through TBS graduates in the next few decades!

    The Bible Seminary Donors



 

   As of April 2, 2015, we are just over 80% 
completed with The Bible Seminary’s 2014-

15 fiscal year. Income this fiscal year totals $658,370, including 
$357,300 in donations. Expenses have totaled $855,480, which 
includes costs associated with the Holy Land Trip completed 
in January. We have been able to control expenses to nearly 
$155,000 under budget, and are looking hard at additional 
expense reductions. Our cash reserves are currently around 
$270,000, and need a serious inflow of replenishing to move 
us back up toward our $500,000 preferred minimum. TBS 
continues to set a aside a reserve of 10% or our net tuition, 
fee, and interest income as a tithe, to be deployed outside 
ourselves in Christian education, church plants, and other 
Kingdom investments (see article to right about paying our 
first tithes recently).
 As we continue our focus on providing world class 
academics and ministerial training for our students, we are 
also working to enhance the effectiveness of our recruitment, 
advertising, and marketing activities. Extending our reach 
to more and more students, through the Dual Degree 
Completion, Master’s degrees and Bible Certificate programs, 
while continuing to invite current and new Advocates to 
share in the joy of The Bible Seminary’s ministry will remain 
high priorities in our daily work. Like the oaks of righteousness 
in Isaiah 61:3, we are a continuously strengthening force for 
growth of The Kingdom.
 The pressures of life as a pastor, church planter, or 
missionary are continually presenting themselves to our 
Master’s degree students. The students are working constantly 
to balance their needs for wage-earning, fundraising, class 
attendance, studying, worshipping, and family.
 If you would like to help our students to smooth their 
financial demands, please consider a special gift to the 
Student Scholarship Fund. We work to direct this fund to the 
students with the greatest need, so we honor our commitment 
to a debt free education for our graduates.
 Just a “thank you” seems inadequate for what our 
advocates have done and will do to make this ministry reach
its full potential. We cherish your prayers and hope you do 
understand that The Bible Seminary exists through your 
prayerful support. Our hope is to bring glory to God and to 
consistently honor our advocates’ dedication to The Bible 
Seminary. Thank You!

Help Support 
The Bible Seminary

Financial Update
By Rick McCalip 
VP for Finance and Administartion
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TBS Finances 
June 1, 2014 - April 2, 2015

2014-15 Fiscal Year 
Through Jan. 15, 2015 Actual Budget

Income
Donor Contributions $ 357,300 $    582,660
Other Income $     6,670 $        9,960
Program Income $ 294,400 $    418,270

Total Income = $ 658,370 $ 1,011,890

Expenses $ 855,480 $ 1,010,460
Net Income (Deficit)= ($ 197,110) $        1,430

Seminary Pays First Tithes
 
 Trusting God and Practicing What We Preach

Although our donations 
continue to lag a fair 
amount behind what we 
need to fully fund our 
operations, the seminary 
recently followed through 
on our commitment to 
model tithing by starting 
to give away 10% of our 
tuition, fees, and interest 
income to-date to other 
educational endeavors.

We gave the first portion 
of our tithe to help fund 
a leadership training 
initiative through the Association for Biblical Higher 
Education.

We also gave our first installment of $2,500 per month 
toward a $25,000 commitment this year to help support the 
West Africa Theological Seminary (WATS) in Lagos, Nigeria.

We want to model what we teach and practice what we 
preach, believing God is faithful to His Word.

We thank you for your support, and hope you know that 
your investments in truly Higher Education through The Bible 
Seminary can literally impact people, communities, and 
nations around the world for generations to come!

Donate Online TODAY

Visit TheBibleSeminary.org 
and click “Support”

Mail Donations to:

The Bible Seminary
2655 S Mason Road

Katy, TX 77450



Our Core Values
Lordship – Because He is Lord (Philippians 2:11), we will continually ask Jesus Christ to sit on the 
throne of the seminary and on the throne of the lives of its faculty, administrators, and students for 
the glory of God (1 Corinthians 10:31).

Bible – Because the Bible is the fully true Word of God (2 Timothy 3:16), we will offer and require 
the study of all 66 books of the Bible before graduation with a degree. We will seek to creatively 
integrate classical theological disciplines and ministry training by studying books of the Bible (i.e. 
Church History will begin with the Book of Acts and keep going; Pastoral Leadership will come 
through the study of the Pastoral Epistles; Systematic Theology will flow out of the study of the 
Pauline Epistles)

Prayer – Because apart from Him we can do nothing (John 15:5), we will continually seek to 
plug into the Vine Jesus Christ through yielding to Him in prayer. We will offer a unique emphasis 
on prayer including classes on prayer, a school of prayer, prayer faculty, and multiple prayer 
opportunities in the life of the seminary.

Unreached Peoples – Because the return of Christ awaits the evangelization of all people groups 
(Matthew 24:14), we will keep our eyes on the unreached peoples of the world and train our 
students to have a heart for the fulfillment of the Great Commission (Matthew 28:18-20) by seeking 
to reach millions of souls for Jesus Christ.

Local Church – Because the local church is God’s plan (Matthew 16:18), we will be based at 
a local church and have a symbiotic relationship of service and training including internships, 
volunteerism, and prayer/worship opportunities. 
Community – Because we were created for community (Genesis 1:26; Romans 12:5). We will seek 
to build a campus-based fellowship where the “one anothers” of Scripture are lived out, where 
authenticity and accountability are practiced, and where integrity is modeled and taught.

Compassion – Because God has a huge heart for the poor and overlooked (Matthew 25:31-46), 
we will strive to motivate, equip, and train students to minister to “the least of these” as a lifestyle.

                                                                                     “They read from the Book of the Law of God making it clear and giving the meaning
                                                                                                              so the people could understand what was being read.” - Nehemiah 8:8

The Bible Seminary
2655 South Mason Road
Katy, TX  77450

281.646.1109 (Phone)
281.646.1110 (Fax)
info@TheBibleSeminary.org
www.TheBibleSeminary.org


